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Review of Anthicidae (Coleoptera) from Bulgaria 
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Introduction 

Until recently coleopterous insects from the family Anthicidae resident in 
Bulgaria were not part of special studies. The first written records were from the 
beginning of 20 th century - Ioakimov (1904) - 5 species, Anonymous (1907) - 5 
species, Markovich (1909) - 3 species, Nedelkov (1909) - 7 species, Pic (1911) - 1 
species and Rambousek (1912) - 2 species. A single specimen collected near 
Kavarna was published as Anthicus sp. (Muller, 1929: 176). Later, in the middle 
of the century, Anthicidae data were reported in the following works: Roubal 
(1931-1933) - 8, Panin (1941) - 3, Karnoschitzki (1950) - 5, Karnoschitzki (1954) - 
3, Angelov (1964) -1 and Palm (1966) - 3 species. In more recent times faunistic 
data concerning these beetles can be found in the publications of Uhmann (1985; 
1989) where 12 and respectively 17 species from Bulgaria were reported. 


Material and methods 

Important information concerning the bibliography and distribution of 
Anthicidae in Bulgaria was discovered by the second author among the notes of 
the deceased Bulgarian coleopterologist Vassil Gueorguiev. The most important 
data were included in a list titled - "Coleoptera, Anthicidae aus Bulgarien" sent to 
V. Gueorguiev by Dr. F. Hieke on 8.II. 1984. The list comprises faunistic data for 
23 species, collected by the German zoologists Dr. F. Hieke, Dr. M. Uhlig, Dr. H. 
Wendt, Dr. U. Gollner, Dr. B. Schtilke and Dr. W. Braasch (all from Berlin) in the 
course of their visits to Bulgaria in the period of 1973-1983. Throughout 1983-1984 
all that material was determined by the first author, an Anthicidae specialist 
since 1972. Two single records, concerning the collections of Notoxus monoceros 
L. (leg. Hoberland) in the East Rhodope Mts. and Cyclodinus fatuus (leg. Palm) 
from Zlatni Pyasatsi, were also added there, but not among the mentioned above 
list. Until now the whole amount of material preserved in the Museum fur 
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Naturkunde (Berlin), excluding the only one specimen of Cyclodirtusfatuus keeps 
in the Museum of Lund, have not been published. An important part of the 
archive notes was an attempt of V. Gucorguiev for faunistic and nomenclatural 
assignment on the basis of the literature published on the group from Bulgaria. 
Due to the joint efforts of both authors it was possible to build a complete illus¬ 
tration of Anthicidae in Bulgaria. 


List of the species 

Notoxus appendicinus Desbrochers - Uhmann, 1985: 177; Uhmann, 1989: 378; 
new data: Kozhuh, Hieke (8 ex.); likely xerophil; Spain, Majorca, South France, 
Italy, Corsica, Sardinia, Slovakia, Hungary, Russia, Balkan Peninsula, Crete, 
Romania, Turkey, Syria, Iran, Central Asia, Tunisia. 

Notoxus brachycerus (Faldermann) - Anonymous, 1907: 321; new data: 
Kozhuh, Hieke (9 ex.); xerophil; Central and South Europe, Turkey, Kazakhstan. 

Notoxus miles Schmidt - Roubal, 1933: 144; new data: Predela Pass, Pirin Mt., 
1100 m, Uhlig (8 ex.); 2 km N Kresna, Hieke (1 ex.); 10 km W Zemen, Hieke (3 ex.); 
xerophil, ripicol; Hungary, Romania, Bosna and Hercegovina, Albania, Bulgaria, 
Turkey. 

Notoxus monoceros (Linne) - Markovich, 1909: 20; Nedelkov, 1909: 7; Roubal, 
1931: 453; Uhmann, 1989: 378; new data: 10 km W Zemen, Hieke (1 ex.); coomb 
Vibitsa, Momchilovgrad, East Rhodope Mts., 22.VI.1961, Hoberland (1 ex.); V-VIII; 
xerophil, dry meadow land, psammophil; Northern and Central Europe, Russia, 
Northern Spain, Roumania, Bulgaria, Central Asia. 

Notoxus trifasciatus Rossi ( = N cornutus F.) - Anonymous, 1907: 321 (sub N 
cornutus F.)\ Nedelkov, 1909: 7; Roubal, 1931: 453 (sub N cornutus F.); Angelov, 
1964: 312 (sub N. cornutus F.); Uhmann, 1985: 179; Uhmann, 1989: 379; new data: 
2 km S Tsarevo, Uhlig (1 ex.); Sozopol, Uhlig (1 ex.); Kozhuh, Hieke (4 ex.); river 
Blagoevgradska Bistritsa, 800 m, Hieke (1 ex.); 2 km N Kresna, Hieke (2 ex.); 10 
km W Zemen, Hieke (1 ex.); V-VI; xerophil, dry sand and grit; Central and 
Southern Europe, Turkey. 

Mecynotarsus fausti Seidlitz - Roubal, 1932: 129; Karnoschitzki, 1954: 25-26; 
Uhmann, 1989: 379; new data: Kozhuh, Hieke (16 ex.); Tsarevo, Hieke & Uhlig (5 
ex.); psammophil; Corsica, Sardinia, Sicily, Romania, Balkan Peninsula, Russia. 

Mecy notarsus senicornis (Panzer) (= M. rhinoceros F.) - Anonymous, 1907: 
321 (sub M. rhinoceros F.); stenotop, psammophil, nebricol; Central and South 
Europe. 

Pseudotomoderus compressicollis Motschulsky - new data: Primorsko, Hieke & 
Uhlig (1 ex.); ecological remarks: unknown; Mediterranean (incl. Balkan 
Peninsula and Georgia) to Mozambique and Namibia. New genus and species 
for Bulgaria. 
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Formicomus pedestris (Rossi) - Ioakimov, 1904: 42; Nedelkov, 1909: 7; Roubal, 
1931: 453; Panin, 1941: 552; Uhmann, 1985: 183; Uhmann, 1985: 183 (sub F. p . van 
atratulus Reitter); Uhmann, 1989: 382; new data: 2 km S Tsarevo, Uhlig (7 ex.); 
Melnik, Wendt & Gollner (8 ex.); camp Kavatsite, Gollner (1 ex.); Kozhuh, Hieke 
(1 ex.); 4 km NW Kresna, Hieke (1 ex.); Kazanlak, Hieke & Uhlig (4 ex.); river 
Ropotamo, 5 km W Yasna Polyana, Hieke & Uhlig (5 ex.); Tsarevo, Hieke & Uhlig 
(17 ex.); IV-VII; thermophil, phytodetriticol; Central and Southern Europe, 
Russia, Turkey, Syria, Azerbaidzhan. 

Leptaleus chaudoiri (Kolenati) - RAMBOUSEK, 1912: 57 (sub Anthicus c. Kol.); 
ecological remarks: unknown; Balkan Peninsula, Cyprus, Turkey, Iran, 
Turkmenistan. 

Cyclodiruis coniceps (Marseul) - Karnoschitzki, 1954: 26-27 (sub Anthicus c. 
Marseul, det. Roubal); halobiont; Eastern Austria, Southern Europe (incl. Balkan 
Peninsula). 

Cyclodinus constrictus (Curtis) - Uhmann, 1985: 185 (sub C. c . van larneyi 
Marseul); Uhmann, 1989: 384 (sub C. c . var. larneyi Marseul); halobiont; France, 
Spain, Majorca, Sardinia, Balkan Peninsula, Crete, Turkey, North Africa. 

Cyclodinus fatuus (Truqui) - Uhmann, 1989: 384; new data: Zlatni 
Pyasatsi, 1-21.VIII. 1970, leg. Palm, in coll. Museum Lund (one beetle exam¬ 
ined genitaliter by the first author); VIII; ecological remarks: unknown; 
Balkan Peninsula, South Russia, Cyprus, Syria, Israel, Jordan, Iran, Turkme¬ 
nistan, Afghanistan. 

Cyclodinus humilis (Germar) - Nedelkov, 1909: 7 (sub Anthicus K Germ.); 
Karnoschitzki, 1950: 52-53 (sub Anthicus h. Germ.); IV-VI; halobiont; Central, 
Eastern and Southeastern Europe, Caucasus. 

Cyclodinus minutus (Laferte) - Karnoschitzki, 1950: 52 (sub Anthicus m. 
Laf.); IX; halobiont; Mediterranean. 

Omonadus bifasciatus (Rossi) - Uhmann, 1989: 385; new data: Tsarevo, Hieke 
& Uhlig (1 ex.); phytodetriticol and stercoricol; Europe, Turkey, Georgia, Iran, 
Afghanistan, North Africa. 

Omonadus floralis (Linne) - Ioakimov, 1904: 42; Anonymous, 1907: 321 (sub 
Anthicus f. L.); Nedelkov, 1907: 7 (sub Anthicus / L.); Uhmann, 1985: 188; 
Uhmann, 1989: 385; new data: Kozhuh, Hieke (4 ex.); 10 km W Zemen, Hieke (1 
ex.); IV; VII-X; phytodetriticol; Cosmopolit. 

Omonadus formicatius (Goeze) (= Anthicus quisquilius Thoms.) - Anony¬ 
mous, 1907: 321 (sub A. quisquilius Thoms.); Uhmann, 1985: 188; new data: 
Samokov, Rila Mt., Uhlig (1 ex.); phytodetriticol and stercoricol; Cosmopolit. 

Cordicomus instabilis (Schmidt) - Palm, 1966: 21; ripicol, phytodetriticol; 
Southern Europe, Northern Africa. 

Cordicomus sellatus (Panzer) - Panin, 1941: 552 ((sub Anthicus (Eonius) sella - 
tus Panz.)); Uhmann, 1989: 385; new data: Kozhuh, Hieke (4 ex.); ripicol, psam- 
mophil, phytodetriticol; Europe. 
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Stricticomus longicollis (Schmidt) - new data: the coast near river Dvojnitsa 
by Obzor, Braasch (1 ex.); likely phytodetriticol; southern parts of Central 
Europe, South Europe, Russia, Israel, Iraq. New species for Bulgaria. 

Stricticomus transversalis (Villa) - Karnoschitzki, 1954: 26 (sub Anthicus t 
Villa); new data: Kozhuh, Hieke (1 ex.); V-VIII; stenotop; Spain, France, Czech 
Rep., Eastern Meditarranean. 

Hirticomus hispidus (Rossi) - Ioakimov, 1904: 42; Markovich, 1909: 20; 
Nedelkov, 1909: 7 (sub Anthicus h. Rossi); Palm, 1966: 21; Uhmann, 1985: 192; 
Uhmann, 1989: 386; new data: the coast by Arkutino, Braasch (1 ex.); the coast by 
Kamchiya, Schulke (1 ex.); Tsarevo, Hieke & Uhlig (5 ex.); 2 km S Tsarevo, Uhlig 
(1 ex.); Melnik, Wendt (1 ex.); Kozhuh, Hieke (5 ex.); river Ropotamo, 5 km W 
Yasna Polyana, Hieke & Uhlig (2 ex.); Kazanlak, Hieke & Uhlig (4 ex.); IV-V; psam- 
mophil, phytodetriticol; Europe, Caucasus, West and Central Asia, Egypt. 

Anthicus antherinus (Linne) - Ioakimov, 1904: 42; Nedelkov, 1909: 7; Roubal, 
1932: 129 (sub A. a. var. sophiae)\ Palm, 1966: 21; Uhmann, 1985: 193; Uhmann, 
1985: 193 (sub A a. var. syriae Pic); Uhmann, 1989: 386; new data: the coast by 
Arkutino, Braasch (4 ex.); chalet Raj, Central Stara Planina Mts., Uhlig (1 ex.); 2 
km S Tsarevo, Uhlig (54 ex.); Kozhuh, Hieke (16 ex.); 10 km W Zemen, Hieke, (1 
ex.); camp Aheloj, Gollner (1 ex.); IV-VI; psammophil, phytodetriticol; Europe, 
Turkey, Israel, Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan. 

Anthicus ater (Panzer) - Markovich, 1909: 20; X; psammophil, ripicol, phy¬ 
todetriticol; Northern Europe, Russia, Bulgaria. 

Anthicus axillaris Schmidt - Uhmann, 1985: 194; new data: Kozhuh, Hieke (1 
ex.); 10 km W Zemen, Hieke (1 ex.); Kazanlak, Hieke & Uhlig (1 ex.); psammophil, 
ripicol, phytodetriticol; Europe. 

Anthicusfenestratus Schmidt - Uhmann, 1989: 387; new data: camp Kavatsite, 
Gollner (1 ex.); xerophil; Meditarraneum. 

Anthicusflavipes( Panzer) - Panin, 1941: 552; new data: Kozhuh, Hieke (11 ex.); 
psammophil, ripicol; Northern and Central Europe, France, Bulgaria, Turkey. 

Anthicus fuscicornis Laferte - Ioakimov, 1904: 42; VIII-IX; ripicol; Spain, 
France, Italy, Bulgaria, Turkey. 

Anthicus 1 luteicornis Schmidt - Pic, 1911: 59; ripicol, psammophil; Southern 
Germany, France, Italy, Bulgaria. 

Anthicus niger Olivier - Uhmann, 1989: 387; new data: Melnik, Wendt (2 ex.); 
the coast by Sveti Vlas, Schulke (1 ex.); Kozhuh, Hieke (30 ex.); Tsarevo, Hieke & 
Uhlig (1 ex.); xerophil; Mediterranean, Caucasus. 

Anthicus proximus Marseul - Ramroijsek, 1912: 57; Uhmann, 1989: 387; eco¬ 
logical remarks: unknown; South Italy, Balkan Peninsula, Crete, Turkey, Israel, 
Oman. 

Anthicus schmidti Rosenhauer - new data: Kozhuh, Hieke (15 ex.); psam¬ 
mophil, ripicol, phytodetriticol; France, Switzerland, Austria, Poland, Hungary, 
Slovakia, Spain, Italy, Croatia, Bulgaria. New species for Bulgaria. 
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Anthicus tristis Schmidt - Uhmann, 1989: 387; new data: Kozhuh, Hieke (1 ex.), 
det as A. t var. tristiculus Reitter; xerophil; Canary Islands, Mediterranean, Iraq, 
Iran, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan. 

Microhoria oertzeni (Pic) - Uhmann, 1985: 201; ecological remarks: unknown; 
Balkan Penisula, Turkey. 

Microhoria raveli (Pic) - Roljral, 1932: 129 (sub Anthicus nectarinus Panzer 
var. reveli sic!); thermophil, phytodetriticol, as M. nectarina (Panzer); Italy, 
Balkan Peninsula, Crete, Rhodes, Turkey. Note: Describing Anthicus raveli , Pic 
confused some species. It described this taxon as a variety of M. terminata 
Schmidt but M. terminata and M. nectarina are coloured species, while M rav- 
eli is black. Koch (1933) found the right status of raveli Pic by examination of the 
male genitalia. 

Endomia tenuicollis (Rossi) - Uhmann, 1985: 203; Uhmann, 1989: 387; new 
data: the coast by Arkutino, Braasch (1 ex.); Ropotamo, 5 km W Yasna Polyana, 
Hieke & Uhlig (1 ex.); thermophil, ripicol; Mediterranean to Southern Africa. 

Another species has probably been recorded in Bulgaria by mistake: 

Cyclodinus desbrochersi (Pic) - Roubal, 1932: 129 (sub Anthicus debrochersi 
sic!). Despite of the material of Roubal does not study, and judging from the dis¬ 
tribution of the species, we consider it does not exist in Bulgaria. It occurs in 
Spain and North Africa. Unless new evidence becomes available, it is better to be 
excluded from the list of Bulgarian fauna for the time being. 


Conclusion 

It is for the first time that a detailed bibliographical, nomenclatural and 
chorological description of the family Anthicidae in Bulgaria has been made. 
Thirty-seven species from the nearly 320 species known in the European fauna 
until now have been established in this country (listed above in systematic order). 
Genus Pseudotomoderus Pic and the species Pseudotomoderus compressicollis 
Motschulsky, Stricticomus longicollis (Schmidt) and Anthicus schmidti 
Rosenhauer have been found as new for the Bulgarian fauna. New faunistic data 
have been presented for 21 other species. It can be stated that Cyclodinus des¬ 
brochersi (Pic), published by Roubal (1932), does not exist in Bulgaria. For the 
majority of species some ecological categories (on the basis of their landscape 
preferences) have also been marked. For 12 species phenological data have been 
summarized. 


37 


Acknowledgements 


We owe our best thanks to all colleagues who committed their material for 
study, and are especially indebted to Dr F. Hieke (Berlin, Germany) who was so 
kind as to preserved and sent the list of the Bulgarian anthicid beetles to his 
Bulgarian colleagues. 


References 

Anonymous. 1907. Collections du Musee d’Histoire Naturelle de son Altesse Royale 
Ferdinand I Prince de Bulgarie. Sofia. XIV + 484 p. 

Angelov P. 1964. Coleoptera aus der Thrakischen Tiefebene und einigen angrenzenden 
Gebieten. - Die Fauna Thrakiens, 1: 307-324. (In Bulgarian). 

Ioakimov D. 1904. Beitrag zur Insektenfauna Bulgariens - Insecta. I. Coleoptera. - Sb. nar. 
umot. nauk. kn. , 20: 1- 43. (In Bulgarian). 

Karnoschitzki N. 1950. Review of halobiontic and halophilic Coleoptera of the Bulgarian 
Black Sea coast. - Publ. Marine Biol. Stat. Varna, 15: 1-66 (In Russian). 

Karnoschitzki N. 1954. Additional materials to the fauna of halobiontic and halophilic bee¬ 
tles of the Bulgarian Black Sea coast. - Arb. Biol. Meeresst. Stalin, 18: 21-31 (In 
Russian). 

Koch C. 1933. Risultati scientific! delle caccie entomologiche di S. A. S. il Principe 
Alessandro della Torre e Tasso in Italia. - Boll. Soc. ent. ital., 65 (7): 149-159. 
Markovich A. 1909. Beitrag zur Insektenfauna der Umgebung von Razgrad. - Sb. nar. umot. 
nauk. kn., 25: 1-20. (In Bulgarian). 

Muller A. 1929. Zur Kenntnis der Insektenfauna der Siiddobrudscha und Siidbessarabien. 

- Verh. Mitt. Siebenbiirg. Ver. Naturwiss. Hermannstadt, 79: 167-187. 

Nedelkov N. 1909. Vierter Beitrag zur Insektenfauna Bulgariens. - Sb. nar. umot. nauk. kn., 
25: 1-37. (In Bulgarian). 

Palm Th. 1966. Pa koleopterologiska excursioner vid Bulgariens Svarta havskust. - Entomol. 
Tidskr., 87 (1-2): 5-22. 

Panin S. 1941. Aperi;u sur la faune coleoptorologique de la vallee de Batova. - Bull. Sec. Sci. 
Acad. Roum., 23 (10): 543-557. 

Pic M. 1911. Anthicidae. - In: Schenkling S. (ed.). Coleopterorum Catalogus. Pars 36. Berlin, 
W. Junk, 102 p. 

Ramrousek 1912. Fauna coleopterorum bulgarica. - Trav. Soc. bulg. sci. nat., 5: 57-113. (In 
Bulgarian). 

Roubal J. 1931-1933. Fragmente zur Koleopterfaunistik des balkanischen Festlands. - Ent. 
Anz., 11: 453-454; 12: 129; 13: 144. 

Uhmann G. 1985. Palaarktische Ant hidden (Coleoptera) des Ungarischen 
Naturwissenschaftlichen Museums Budapest (15. Beitrag zur Kenntnis der Anthicidae). 

- Folia ent. hung., 46 (1): 177-203. 

Uhmann G. 1989. Anthicidae des Zoologischen Museums in Lund. Zweiter Teil (Coleoptera, 
Anthicidae) (23. Beitrag zur Kenntnis der Anthicidae). - Entomofauna, 10 (25): 377-393. 

Received on 9.3.1999 


38 


Author’s address: 


Gerhard Ulimann 
Tannenhofstrasse 10 
D - 92690 Pressath (Bavaria) 
Germany 

Borislav Gueorguiev 

National Museum of Natural History 

1, Tsar Osvoboditei Blvd 

1000 Sofia, Bulgaria 

e-mail: bobivg(r*)yahoo.com 


IIpeBAeg Ha ceMeiicmBo Anthicidae 
(Coleoptera) om EtAgapun 


Tepxapg YMAH, BopucAa6 TEOPrUEB 
(P e 3 K) m e) 

Hacmonmama paboma ce ocHo6a6a Ha 6eAedtku, HaMepeHu 6 apxu6a Ha nonuHaAon 
OtAaapcku koAeonmepOAoe BacuA reopcue6. B pe3yAmam Ha o6pa6omkama um 3a ni>p6u 
m>m e Hanpa6eH AumepamypHO-HOMeHkAamypeH u apeaAoapa^cku npeeAeg Ha Anthicidae 
om BtAsapuH. Pog f’scudntonwdrrn >■ Pic u 6ugo6eme l^eiidotoniodorun compre*.<icollL< 
Motschulsky, Stricticoniu,< lorujicollis (Schmidt) u Anthicu >’ achmidti Rosenhauer ca ho6u 
3a 6i>Acapckama 4>ayHa. 3a gpycu 21 6uga aHmui^ugu (om Bcuuko 37, ycmaHo6eHU y Hac) 
ca npegcma6eHU ho6u (JiayHucmuHHu gaHHu. Bugtm Cycludinua dcsbrocherai (Pic), 
ctobu^eH om Roubal (1932), Hau-BepoamHO He ce cpeu^a 6 cmpaHama. 3a noBenemo om 
npegcmaBumeAume ca om6eAH3aHu u ekoAOCUHHume kameaopuu Ha 6a3ama Ha 
npegnoHumaHunma um ktM muna Ha AaHgiua^ma, a 3a 12 Buga ca obobmeHu gaHHume 
3a ce30HHama um akmuBHOcm. 
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